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 By now, most of you are probably aware that due to increasing health issues, Pastor 
Wade has asked to step down as our pastor effective the end of 2016. Our Moderator, Kristi, 
has asked that I write this article for the pastor’s column in our January newsletter. When 
Wade joined us about three years ago, our church was struggling and some were questioning 
whether we should continue. I believe that Wade and Peg brought us back from the edge. 
While we haven’t grown as much as we would like, we are in a much better place because of 
Wade and Peg’s service and dedication. Please thank Wade and Peg for their contribution to 
the life of our church. 
 Our church has gone through pastoral changes many times before and it has some-
times been a very long dry spell between called pastors. That kind of change can be very un-
settling to many of us. Some might even want to pull back because the church has become 
so much of a part of us that it hurts to consider that it might not survive.    
 I believe that our church serves an important role in our community and that God has 
a plan for us. Our founding Pastor, Reverend Bob Alpers, always used to say that we are the 
church of last resort. What he meant is that there are a lot of hurting people out there seeking 
a relationship with God who might not have grown up with any connection to a church, or 
their previous experience with religion had not been positive. Our church is one of the most 
inviting, accepting, and welcoming communities of faith in this region. I believe that God 
intends for us to continue to be that pathway to God’s community. 
 Pastor Wade and Peg have made a lot of positive changes during their time with us 
and we are in a much better place than when they assumed leadership of BUCC. We want to 
make sure that their hard work has not been in vain, and carry forward the mission of this 
church in these troubled times. 
 Your moderator, Kristi Prunty, and the church council have been working diligently 
to make the pastoral transition as quick and painless as possible. Kristi has located a pastor, 
Deacon Sandy Olson, who is associated with Ascension Lutheran Church and is available 
immediately. Sandy met with the church council and will be providing pastoral leadership 
for the next several weeks. The South Dakota UCC Conference Minister has been contacted 
and will be meeting with the council on January 9th to discuss how we should proceed.  The 
church council will meet again on January 19th to visit about continuing with Sandy Olson 
into the future.  To sum up what I am trying to say is that your moderator and council are 
working diligently to continue forward with as few bumps as possible. 

What can you do?  This is a great time for you to bring your ideas and energy to con-
tinue to move the church forward. There are still positions on the council that need to be 
filled. Often when asked why someone didn’t volunteer for a leadership position in the 
church they say, “I was never asked.”  Well, you are now being asked to consider volunteer-
ing to shape the future of Brookings United Church of Christ.  We serve an important role in 
our community.  Please stay committed to our church and consider filling a leadership posi-
tion. We have a bright future, but we have to make it. 

~Jim Wilson 



Moderator’s Report: Your Leadership is Needed JANUARY 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
Adult Study 9 

Worship 10 

Fellowship 11 

New Year’s 

Day 

2 
 

3 

 

4 
Bible Study 

11:30-1 pm 

 

 

STCO  
6 pm 

5 
Koinonia 

Group 
2-4 pm 

6 7 

 

8 
Adult Study 9 

Worship 10 

Fellowship 11 

Communion 

9 

 

10 

 

11 
Bible Study 

11:30-1 pm 

 
 
STCO  

6 pm 

12 
Koinonia 

Group 
2-4 pm 

13 

 

14 

 

15 
Adult Study 9 

Worship 10 
Fellowship 11 

 

16 

 

17 

 

18 
Bible Study 

11:30-1 pm 

 

 

 
STCO  

6 pm 

19 
Koinonia 

Group 
2-4 pm 

20 

 

21 

 

22 
Feb worship  

Team mtg 

11 am 

ANNUAL 

MTG. 11 am 

23 

 

24 

 

25 
Bible Study 
11:30-1 pm 

Night Out  

5:30 pm 

STCO  

6 pm 

26 
Koinonia 

Group 
2-4 pm 

27 

 
 

28 

 

29 
Adult Study 9 

Worship 10 

Fellowship 11 

 

30 
 

 
 

31 

 

  
 

  

 

 

A representative of Church council is important to the future of our Church.  Some of you may wonder 

why things are done a certain way in the Church and may wish they were done differently.  Some may 

have ideas that would improve the way our Church serves each other and our community.  Still others 

of you really want to do something to help the Church but don’t know how.  Many may say, “I would 

do something but I have never been asked.”   Consider yourself asked.  We have some positions on the 

Church Council that need to be filled to ensure that our Church serves all as we transition into the fu-

ture.  Below is a brief description of each “commission” on the Council and a listing of the slots that 

need a volunteer.  Please strongly consider this call to leadership in our Church. Thank you! 

 

Please fill in your name and give it to a current council member or leave it on the church secretary’s 

desk. 

Moderator:  Presides at all congregational and council meetings, and shall be the principal executive 

officer representing the church. 

(one position open) _________________________________________ 

Church Life: works to develop the community of faith through Christian education, nurturing spiritu-

al life, provide guidance for worship services, caregiving, and special groups. 

 (one position  open) ___________________________________ 

Church Connection :  promotes UCC’s mission through basic support and special offerings, encour-

ages relationship with association and state meetings and represents our congregation in projects with 

other  congregations in the Brookings area.  

(two positions open) ______________________________ 
My contact information: Home: 605-693-4220 Cell: 605-690-2820  Email: Kristi.Prunty@sdstate.edu 

NOTES FROM THE DECEMBER CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

 The church building loan is set up for three more years of payments with a balloon payment of $47,000 at the end. 

The council approved refinancing the loan and paying down the principal as we are able. 

 Plans for hosting the annual meeting of the South Dakota Conference of the UCC are in process.  

 A number of council positions still need to be filled for the coming year. Marlene DeBoer offered to continue to 

serve on the Outreach Commission for another year since she was ill for much of the past year. The council grate-

fully accepted her offer. 

 Pastor Wade announced that he would retire at the end of the year, and that the Christmas service would be his 

last. The council expressed their appreciation for his and Peg’s dedication and service to the church. 

 The council broke into executive session to plan for the transition to new pastoral leadership. 

 A special session of the council was held on December 27th to work on finding a pastor to fill in until a permanent 

pastor can be found. The council met with Deacon Sandy Olson from Ascension Lutheran Church who agreed to 

fulfill the pastor’s responsibilities for the next few weeks on a trial basis.  

 BUCC will be invited to an interfaith prayer service on January 17th at Ascension Lutheran Church. 

 The church council will meet with the South Dakota conference minister on January 9th to discuss future plans for 

pastoral leadership. 

                                                                                                Ruby Wilson, BUCC Council Secretary 



217 4TH Street 

BROOKINGS, SD 57006 

605.692.5007 

IMMEDIATE NEEDS: 
 

 

Pizza Sauce/Crust 
Canned Mushrooms/ 

Black Olives 

Sloppy Joe Mix 
Mandarin Oranges 

Canned Spinach/
Asparagus 

Instant Oatmeal 

             HARVEST TABLE:            

A warm-no-cost meal served every Mon-

day night from 5:30 pm to 6:30 pm at the 

First United Methodist Community Life 

Center, The meal is offered for anyone in 

the community looking for good food and 

fellowship! If you have questions, contact Von-

da Kirkham, Harvest Table Director, 692 4345. 

FEEDING  

BROOKINGS 

Bags of food are distributed 

every Thursday from 4:00—5:00 p.m. at the                                                                  

Ascension Lutheran Church 

2030 3rd Street     692-6565 

January food item of the month:  

Pasta/Rice 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have participated in the weekly 
Harvest Table, you know that it is more 
than a hot meal for those in need.  They 
also distribute food stuffs and supplies for 
families to get through the week,  such as 
soap, toothpaste, diapers and baby wipes 
to name a few. The number of people be-
ing served each week has grown signifi-
cantly over the last few years.  In July 
285 people were served a hot meal, gro-

cery items were distributed to 145 house-
holds, 110 packages of diapers and baby 
wipes were handed out to families all at 
no cost to the families. The cupboards are 
BARE!!  The Harvest Table is desperately 
in need of supplies. Non-perishable foods, 
(canned goods, pasta, rice, peanut butter, 
beans, cereal, baby food, formula, fruits 
and juice, canned meat and other pantry 
staples), personal care items (soap, tooth-
paste and brushes, shampoo, mouth-
wash), baby supplies (diapers and baby 
wipes are especially needed), paper goods 
(paper towels, toilet paper). The needs run 
the gamut. If you need it for your house, 
the Harvest Table probably needs it as 
well. If you aren’t sure what is most need-
ed, money is always “the right size and 

color.”  With your tax-deductible dona-
tions, the Harvest Table staff can shop for 
what is needed the most.  

  Pantry is open: 

  Monday, Wednesday & Friday  

1:00 - 4:30pm 

 

 

January     July  

Stuart & Melissa Apland  

Kathy Apland  

Steve & Kristi Prunty  

Darlene Dokken (2)      

February      August  

Larry Rogers &  

Ruth Harper 

Don & Nancy Marshall  

Brenda & Carl Kline 

Loye Holmes 

Raul & Marisol Galvan-

Murillo 

March     September  

Susan Helvig 

Dave & Julie Huebner 

Jean Lellelid 

Linda Langner 

Helen Andersen 

 

If anyone has any concerns or possible conflicts, 

Please contact the church office 605.697.2882  

Or at brookingsucc@brookings.net. Thank You! 

 

 

 

Ministry Teams 2017 

April     October 

Jim & Joanne Satterlee 

Leonard &  

Norita Henneman 

Wade & Peg Schemmel  

Jihong Cole-Dai 

May      November  

Jim & Ruby Wilson  

Tom & Susan Rosen 

*Doug & Mary Ward 

Christine Prussman 

Christina & Justin Weimer 

June    December  

Jacob & Samantha Holden 

Randy & Marlene DeBoer 

Chad & Laura Gloege 

Shanta Messerli 

Fred & Christine Delfanian 

Special dedication of food items~  
During each month we collect food for three special ministries that distribute 
food to those in need.  These include “Feeding Brookings” “The Food Pan-
try” and “The Harvest Table”. There are receptacles and carts to receive each 
of these offerings. That food will be dedicated each 3rd Sunday and will be 
distributed shortly after that. Help us to have nice full bins to share and dedi-
cate. 

3 Elecsia Dokken 

12 Christie Delfanian 

13 Helen Andersen 

16 Craig Treiber 

18 Don Marshall 

23 Katie Marshall 

29 Zachery Treiber 

JANUARY  

BIRTHDAYS 



 

Upcoming Events in January 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible Study will take place on Thurs-

day mornings at 11:30– 1pm January 

5, 12, 19, and 26th this month. 

Please join us! 

 

‘KOINONIA GROUP’  

January 5, 12, 19th & 26th  

~2-4 pm 

 

 

 

 

3rd ANNUAL  

KOINONIA 

CRAFT AND BAKE SALE 

FEBRUARY 11TH, 2017 

9 AM-3 PM 

There will be a raffle for the mini calen-

dar quilts made by Norita Henneman. 

All proceeds go to the Foster Care Fund. 

Please join us! 

Contact Marlene DeBoer with any ques-

tions. 605-693-6657 

We will be sharing the sacrament of Holy Communion on Sun-

day, January 8th, 2017. All are invited to come and share in 

this very special time as we gather about the table that our Re-

deemer has set. “Helping Hands” Offering bowl will also be 

located in the sanctuary. This fund helps out local folks in 

need. Please Join us! 

Annual Report:  

Deadline Notice 

January 11th, 2017 

Please submit all reports and ar-

ticles you have for the Annual 

Report by the deadline. If there 

are questions or concerns please 

contact the church office. 

HARVEST TABLE SIGN-UP 

Sign-up sheets will be located on the 

back table in the sanctuary. We still 

need volunteers from BUCC to help 

prep and serve in the next few 

months. If there are any questions 

please contact Darlene Dokken. 

 

Adult Study Group that has 

been meeting at 9:00 on Sunday 

mornings has begun a study of 

K a t h l e e n  N o r r i s ’ s  b o o k 

“Amazing Grace”. If any have 

interest in joining the group you 

are welcome to join us!  

BUCC ANNUAL 

MEETING  

JANUARY 22ND, 2017 

@ 11 am 

Potluck to follow 

“BUCC Night Out” 

January 25th, 2017 

@ 5:30 pm 

Native American  
Offering 

February 19, 2017 


